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him and ruled for ten years. When he died, his
sons were far too young. So it was decided that
his brother Rama Raya should be king. As fate
would have it, this Rama Raya died even before
he could be crowned. The kingship, therefore,
went to Rama Raya's younger brother Venkatadri.
Venkatadri had been governor in Chandragiri.
Even after he became king he preferred to stay in
that place. Thirumala Raya, son of Rama Raya's
first wife, was governor of the province round
Seringapatam and Venkatadri stationed Sriranga,
younger brother of Thirumala, as the Yuvaraj in
Penukonda. This Sriranga was the son of the
second wife of RamaRaya and was still very young.
King Venkatadri, therefore, placed Jagadevaraya-,
the commander-in-chief of the kingdom, in Penu-
konda to assist Sriranga. The new capital, thus,
saw many deaths in the royal household in so short
a period, and led a somewhat lustreless life, like
a woman who has lost several children and broods
with sadness on the past and looks with anxiety
towards the future.

The Sultans who laid Vijayanagar in ruins did
not leave Penukonda in peace. They came twice
in the days of the elder Sriranga but were beaten
and had retired. After his death and about the
time that Rama Raya should have been crowned,